
What is the Missional Challenge?

Most Christians in America don’t understand the 
mission of the church. They view buildings as the 
“church” and invite people to come to their church 
building. They “entrust” the true mission of the 
church to trained professionals who leave their 
own culture to reach those in another culture with 
the gospel. The absence of missional churches, 
missional leaders and missional movements in 
Americamust be addressed.

The Missional Challenge is...
- to seize Christ’s mission as your own!
- to repeatedly give every man, woman, and child 
- in your neighborhood the opportunity to hear 
and understand the good news of Jesus Christ!
- to incarnate the gospel wherever you are!
- to be Jesus to everyone around you!
- to exegete the culture in order to communicate 
the gospel effectively!
- to embody the mission and message of Jesus in 
your life!
- to plant the gospel in the culture!
- to demonstrate and declare your hope in Jesus 
everywhere!
- to multiply disciples who multiply disciples who 
multiply disciples!
- to proclaim the never-changing gospel message 
to an ever-changing cultural audience!
- to establish relationships with unbelievers and 
infl uence them towards a saving relationship with 
Christ and His Church!
- to embrace a commitment to reach a specifi c 
geographic area with the reconciling love of 
Jesus!
- to intentionally focus your personal activities and 
resources toward redemptive relationships!
- to motivate and mobilize other Christians to join 
in the mission of Jesus!
- to orient everything you are doing around the 
agenda of Christ’s redemptive mission!

Missional: It’s about Being Sent

Christianity is about Jesus! And it is about “being 
Jesus” to everyone everywhere!
Christians are those who have been sent on mission 
by Jesus to be Jesus!

In Acts 1:8, Jesus tells His closest followers, “But you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
even to the remotest part of the earth.” The mission 
of Jesus does not begin at the ends of the earth or 
the other side of the planet. It started in Jerusa-
lem, which is right where they were.

For believers today, the mission of Jesus starts right 
where you are. The Church does not exist primar-
ily to gather together; rather it exists as those who 
are sent out with the mission and message of Jesus; 
as those who are sent to be His witnesses.
Mission is not merely an activity of the church. 
It is the very heartbeat and work of God. It is 
in the very being of God that the basis for the 
missionary enterprise is found. God is a sending 
God, with a desire to see humankind and creation 
reconciled, redeemed, and healed. The missional 
church, then, is a sent church. It is a going church, 
a movement of God through His people, sent to 
bring healing to a broken world. (Frost and Hirsch, 
The Shaping of Things to Come, p 18)

In Isaiah 6, Isaiah has a vision of the Lord and 
sees Him “sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted.” 
In verse 8, He hears the voice of the Lord asking, 
“Whom should I send as a messenger to my peo-
ple? Who will go for us?” And Isaiah said, “Lord, 
I’ll go! Send me.” This commitment to volunteer 
should be the response of every believer: “I’ll go! 
Send me.”

In Luke 9:2 we read, “He sent them out to proclaim 
the kingdom of God.” In John 20:21, Jesus told 
His disciples, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent Me, so I send you.” Just as the Father sent 
Jesus, Jesus sends His followers to be witnesses. He 
sends them to make disciples who make disciples 
who make disciples.

These two pieces are written by Dave 
De Vries from OC International on the 
blog:
www.missionalchallenge.com

Hi There! 

This is the 12th edition of the 
SU Neighbourhood Outreach 

newsletter. This is one of our ways of 
connecting the SUNO family together: 

people involved in SU local-based 
and community development programs. 
Hope you fi nd it interesting and it keeps 

you up to date.

Kent Morgan (SUNO Coordinator) and Laura 
Hopwood (SUNO Mission Support Worker)
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THE SUNO WRESTLER
SUNO exists to offer training and
support to local missionaries and
these articles are a part of how 
we provide resources for you to 
chew over. We can also offer free
consultations and organisational 
oversight to help you most effectively 
engage in local mission.

The following is an excerpt from a book by 

Darrell Guder: 

The Incarnation and The Church’s 
Witness
Wipf & Stock Publishers (2005)

“By incarnational mission I mean the understanding 
and practice of Christian witness that is rooted in 
and shaped by the life, ministry, suffering, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus. The critical question 
that motivates this study is this: Can and should 
the unique event of the incarnation of Jesus that 
constitutes and defi nes the message and mission of 
the church have concrete signifi cance for the way 
in which the church communicates that message 
and carries out the mission?

Understanding mission incarnationally . . . could 
prove to be a remarkably integrative way to 
approach the church’s missionary vocation. It could 
counter the typically Western reduction of mission 
to one of the many programs of the church. It 
could recast that mission as the defi nitive calling 
of the church. It could seek to read the biblical 
record in its own terms 
and to address serious 
problems in Western 
mission that have 
surfaced in this century.

Thus, the language of 
incarnational mission 
could be both 
constructive with regard to the biblical and 
theological understanding of message, and 
polemical with regard to the context and history 
of mission, especially in the Western tradition.

Just as any theological concept is susceptible to 
distortion, there are ways of misconstruing the 
linkage of Christian mission with the incarnation. It 
is possible to dilute the uniqueness and centrality 
of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ when his incarnation becomes a model for 
Christian behaviour. A primary ethical or moralistic 
interpretation of the life of Jesus, such as was 
characteristic of nineteenth-century liberal... 

...theology, often downplays or dilutes the event-
character of the gospel.

But it is that event character, the historical 
‘happenedness’ of Jesus’ life, that both enables and 
defi nes Christian witness. As we seek to explore the 
missional signifi cance of the incarnation, we need 
to resist every temptation to dilute the centrality of 
the incarnation event. The risk represented by the 
concept of incarnational mission is worth taking, I 
think, especially as we are challenged to develop 
a viable mission theology for the Western world, 
which by common consent is now a very challenging 
mission fi eld.” DG

Shine Recently had a few Steering meetings to consolidate 
the start of this group. They continue to meet on Sunday 
afternoons to build a network of people who encourage and 
support each other to grow their relationship with God and 
other people in their local circle of  contact. A Girls Only 
Bible Study for teenagers has also runs.

Gwelup Family Camp In April SUNO partnered 
with a new family camp with a group from Gwelup. This was 
the result of a long term involvement in their local community 
by Dawson and Sharon and was an attempt to take things 
to a deeper level with their neighbours and friends. A lot 
was learned and I look forward to a growing partnership in 
supporting and working with this camp in the future.

Cervantes Christian Fellowship This 
small group of Christians in Cervantes have a big local 
presence through a SUPA Club and partnering with the 
SU Family Festival in January. The are looking to grow this 
further through partnering with SUNO.

Belmont Kids Club Has moved to Friday 
afternoons which has proved a very popular decision with 
around 30 children coming in April. Lots of parents stayed 
around for a cuppa too. The leaders want to run activities 
that are fun, meaningful and encourage positive relationships 
and this has started well.

TRANSFORM
SUWA Training Day & Conference
Put it in the diary now for a great day of 
inspiration and training in community mis-
sion and ministry with children and young 
people. This year’s Keynote Presenter is Dave 
Andrews, a Community Development Mission 
legend well worth hearing. You’ll be receiving 
a Brochure and Rego details soon.

This edition of the Wrestler has a collection of articles on 
mission that are sure to get you thinking & hopefully discussing! 

Comment on them and engage in debate online at

wasuno.wordpress.com
Alternate[Or] Andrew and Alyssa continue to support struggling young people in a humble and down-
to-earth way that has a signifi cant impact.

Comet Bay Family Festival Another great year in 2010 with a really unifi ed team and a great 
vibe at the Festival. About 40 children attended the “Space Adventures” themed holiday program and lots of 
strong relationships and conversations were had with their families. Around 300 local people gathered in a great 
family atmosphere for the Friday night Family Concert and amidst the bush dancing to the Mucky Duck Bush Band 
(yep, they are still going!!), you couldn’t help but feel that God was using the event to build links between the 
local church and the local people and also building the community life and the Kingdom of God in Comet Bay.

Cheers Banksia Grove Geoff, Sally and the Cheers crew again headed away for a week with others 
from the Banksia Grove community for the Family Camp. There was a really great vibe to camp and there was 
feedback like “I’m new to Banksia Grove and to discover a network and sense of community and connection like 
this is so positive and life giving and like nothing I have ever experienced” and “camp has been a great time and 
I have really appreciated the time to get to know others better and to spend time with my family and thinking 
about deeper stuff” and “it’s been great looking at how we can benefi t Banksia Grove and make it a better 
place [with the fruits of the spirit]”. A ladies Bible Study is also running and proving life-giving to a number of 
local ladies as they pray for and support the local community life and study the Bible together. 

New Possibilities There are a few new things on the go in SUNO-land. We are discussing a 
combined youth group in Moora and have provided resources and consultancy to a Baptist church. We’ve also 
been making some progress on the new face of the Volunteer Sisterhood, with the potential opportunity to 
develop this into a ministry support network for young women working in the community.


